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ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 
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FM AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6869 
INFO AMEMBASSY MASERU 
AMEMBASSY MBABANE 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 1042 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, ELAB, BC 

SUBJECT: AALC DIRECTOR ON SELEBI-PIKWE 

REF: A) GABORONE 1036 B) GABORONE 1032 
C) GABORONE 1016 D) STATE 181202 

1. AMBASSADOR AND EMBOFF RECEIVED CURSORY BRIEFING FROM 
AALC REP JOHN KILHEFNER AFTERNOON OF AUGUST 6 ON RESULTS OF 
HIS DEPTY K. GABONEWE'S FACT-FIND MISSION TO SELEBI-PIKWE. 
ACCORDING TO GABONEWE, WHO SERVES AS SECRETARY OF THE BOTSWANA 
TRADE UNION EDUCATION CENTRE (BTUEC), THE LEADERSHIP OF MINE 
WORKERS’ UNION DENIES ANY RESPONSIBLITY FOR LABOR 
DISTURBANCE BUT DID NOT TRY TO STOP STRIKE EITHER. GABONEWE 

AND KILHEFNER FEEL THAT AT LEAST SOME LEADERS OF MINE WORKERS' 
UNION ARE MEMBERS OF OPPOSITION BOTSWANA NATIONAL FRONT 
(BNF), AND THAT BNF MAY HAVE WISHED TO CAUSE DISTURBANCE 
TO SOMEHOW BENEFIT BNF. (THESE LEADERS ARE PROBABLY 
THE "HARD CORE OF POLITICALLY MOTIVATED INDIVIDUALS” REFERRED 
TO BY PRESIDENT KHAMA IN HIS RADIO ADDRESS ON SELBE-PIKWE 
(REF C)). 

2. ACCORDING TO KILHEFNER, A MAJOR SOURCE OF LABOR TROUBLE 
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IN THE SELEBI-PIKWE AREAS IS A FORMER FULL-TIME BTUEC 
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REPRESENTATIVE, GEOFFREY MOSIMAKOKO, WHO WAS FIRED 
BY AALC APPROXIMATLY EIGHTEEN MONTHS AGO. MOSIMAKOKO, 

A MEMBER OF THE BNF-DOMINATED GOVERNMENT MANUAL WORKERS' 

UNION, HAS SINCE WORKED AT FRUSTRATING ANY EFFECTIVE AALC 
WORK IN THE AREA ACCORDING TO KILHEFNER. 

3. KILHEFNER AND GABONEWE FEEL THAT PLANNING FOR IULY 29 
ACTION HAD BEEN UNDER WAY FOR SOME TIME, PERHAPS THREE 
MONTHS. THEY AGREE THAT, WITHUT ADVANCE PLANNING, THERE IS 

NO WAY THAT SIX PEOPLE STATIONING THEMSELVES AT THE PLANT GATE 
COULD HAVE PROVOKDE THE ENSUING ACTIONS. GABONEWE CLAIMS 
TO HAVE HEARD RUMORS ABOUT STRIKE PLANS FOR SOME TIME. 

HOWEVER, CONSIDERING HOW SURPRISED GOB WAS BY THE 
STRIKE, GABONEWE MAY BE TRYING TO CLAIM ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE 
HE DID NOT HAVE. 

4. KILHEFNER RELAYED THE FEAR, ALLEGEDLY EXPRESSED TO 
GABONEWE, THAT MANAGEMENT WILL USE STRIKE TO THWART 
LOCALIZATION OOF POSITIONS CURRENTLY HELD BY EXPATS. ACCORDING 
TO GABONEWE, MANAGEMENT IS LAYING OFF BATSWANA WHO WERE 
ABOUT TO TAKE OVER EXPAT JOBS. AUGUST 5 EDITION OF GOVERN- 
MENT-PRINTED BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS QUOTES "RELIABLE SOURCES" 

AS STATING THAT SOME OF THOSE FIRED WERE ACTUALLY ON LEAVE 
THE DAY OF THE STRIKE. KILHEFNER WARNED THAT ANY ABUSE BY 
MANAGEMENT OF POWER TO HIRE AND FIRE WILL CAUSE EVEN 
GREATER RESENTMENT. 

5. KILHEFNER WILL LEAVE FOR MASERU ON AUGUST 6 FOR HOLIDAY 
INN NEGOTIATIONS AND WILL RETURN TO GABORONE ON AUGUST 1 1 
OR 12. GABONEWE PLANS TO RETURNTTO SELEBE-PIKWE FOR TRIALS OF 
DETAINEES IN DISTURBANCE. 

6. COMMENT: WE WERE STRUCK BY KILHEFNERS'S PROFESSED 

LACK OF KNOWLEDGE OF SITUATION IN SELEBE-PIKWE. WHEN PRESSED 
FOR OPINIONS ABOUT MINE WORKERS' UNION LEADERSHIP, KILHEFNER 
CLAIMED HE DID NOT KNOW NAMES OF UNION PRESIDENT OR ANY 
OTHERS OFFICERS. INSTEAD, HE CONTINUALLY BARKED BACK TO HIS 
PROBLEMS WITH MOSIMAKOKO WHO DOES NOT HAVE DIRECT CONNECTION 
WITH MINE WORKER'S UNION. IN SO DOING, KILHEFNER PROBABALY 
ATTEMPTING TO PRESENT HIS SIDE OF A PROBLEM WHICH HAS BEEN 
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UNDER INVESTIGATION BY LABOUR DEPARTMENT FOR SOME TIME. 

WE DOUBT GABONEWE'S CLAIM THAT ADVANCE PLANNING FOR STRIKE 
HAD BEEN UNDER WAY FOR THREE MONTHS. GOB INTELLIGENCE 
SOURCES WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE LEARNED OF SUCH PLANNING AND WOULD 
NOT HAVE BEEN SO SURPRISED BY STRIKE. IF GABONEWE DID HAVE 
SOME ADVANCE INFORMATION RE STRIKE PLANS, WE WOULD VIEW TIH 
CONCERN HIS FAILURE TO INFORM APPROPRIATE GOB OFFICIALS AND 
AALC'S FAILURE TO AT LEAST ATTEMPT TO CONDUCT PROGRAM TO 
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AVERT STRIKE. MEMBASSY WILL CONTINUE TO REPORT ON SELEBI-PIKWE 
AS DETAILS BECOME AVAILABLE. 

BOLEN 
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